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reaching far & wide 



Dear Friend, 

2017 has been a year of tremendous growth and a new direction at The Festival Center. All of 
the changes have been anchored by a central theme: reaching far and wide. “Far,” because we 
are now well positioned to be a sustainable organization and resource for many years to 
come. “Wide,” because we have broadened our connections in the community by 
strengthening our current relationships and cultivating new ones. Of the many changes this 
year, I want to share a few that embody this new direction. 

Reaching Far: 
After much consideration, The Festival Center sold the property on 16th Street NW in early 
2017. The proceeds from the sale now serve as an endowment to sustain the Center’s 
programs and facility. These funds will enable us to continue serving as a meeting place for 
activists, artists, faith communities, recovery groups, and other mission-driven organizations 
for many years in the midst of our changing neighborhood. 

To guide our future, the Board and staff revised the Center’s vision, mission, and statement of 
values. These new documents encapsulate the long, vibrant history of the Center’s role in the 
city. Moreover, they serve as a guide for our priorities, resource allocation, and decisions 
going forward. Combined with the endowment, we now have the financial stability and clear 
vision to sustain the Center far into the future. 

Reaching Wide: 
We have built new connections in the community by making our resources readily accessible 
and by partnering with local organizations. To achieve this goal, we developed a new logo and 
a new website for the Center. These changes make it easier for potential partners and guests 
to learn about the Center, contact us, and stay connected, especially through social media. 
This also enables us to promote the work of fellow organizations and be aware of the latest 
conversations and happenings in the city. Caleb Rollins, our new External Relations Manager, 
joined our team in June and serves as the first point of contact for engaging our friends and 
guests. 

Reaching far and wide, we have also given renewed focus and energy to our core programs: 
Soteria Community School, Discipleship Year, and Event Space Rentals. These three programs 
are paramount to the Center remaining the dynamic, formative, and welcoming community 
resource it has always been. 

We recognize that these changes would not have been possible without the generous gifts and 
prayers from our friends. I’m honored to be part of this journey with a vibrant community of 
supporters, a strong Board of Directors, and hardworking staff. Thank you for making 2017 a 
year to remember and I look forward to a bright 2018 with you. 

a message from our executive director

With gratitude, 

Jay Forth 
Executive Director 



your impact: far & wide

"Soteria provided a safe space to
exchange ideas and discuss relevant

social issues." - Jed, 2017 Student

engaged over 250 people in events aimed 
at political and theological education

hosted courses such as Christianity and 
Islam, Black and Liberation Theology, and 
Confronting Racism Discussion Group 

co-sponsored events with organizations 
such as The Potter’s House, Holy Fool Arts, 
and the Shalem Institute

"DY encouraged me to look at the 
application of faith and social justice 

through ministry." 
- Kathleen, 2017 Volunteer

guided 10 volunteers through a year of 
radical experiential learning and reflection

placed volunteers in local nonprofits where 
they served over 10,000 hours, addressing 
needs such as housing, education, 
healthcare, and language access

provided affordable, accessible space for 
over 1200 meetings and over 80 groups

hosted activist organizing meetings, 
churches, anti-racism trainings, birthdays, 
weddings, baby showers, and more



vision
The Festival Center is an organization rooted in a faith
that compels us to be a meeting place and a
participant in the struggle for the common good. Our
call is to be in solidarity with God, each other, and all
of creation.

mission
Through hospitality, education, spiritual development,
and practice, The Festival Center serves as a
generative source for all people to stand against all
forms of oppression and to strive for a just world.

our new identity

our 2017 budget snapshot

revenue
66% Space Rentals and Building
Daily Facility Maintenance, Utilities, 
Marketing, and Staffing

$482,000

our board of directors
Sandra Miller 
Chair 2018 

Lawrence Taylor 
Chair 2017 

Jim Edmonds 
Vice Chair 2018 

Roma Thurin 
Vice Chair 2017 

Carol Petrie 
Secretary 2018 

Fred Taylor 
Secretary 2017 

Gail Arnall  
Treasurer 2018 

Bill MacKaye 
Treasurer 2017 

Edmund Cooke, Jr. 
Member 2018 

Gayle Fisher-Stewart 
Member 2017 

Matthias Martin 
Member 2018 

Paul Magno, Jr. 
Member 2018 

connect with us

festivalcenter.org
online:

202.328.0072
by phone:

1640 Columbia Rd NW 
Washington, DC 20009

in person:

@FestivalDC
on social media:

expenses

18% Discipleship Year
Volunteer Support, Seminars, Trainings, 
Recruiting, and Staffing 

16% Soteria Community School
Courses, Events, Instructors, Scholarships,
Marketing, and Staffing 

Space Rentals and Building 64%
Office, Event Space, and Parking Rentals

Donations 23%
Gifts from Individuals and Churches 

Discipleship Year 12%
Payments by Placement Organizations

Soteria Community School 1%
Event Ticket Sales and Course Tuitions

$442,000


